
Criterion 3 – Stakeholder participation*:
a) All relevant stakeholders are identified and enabled to 

participate in a meaningful and effective manner.

Have all relevant groups of stakeholders been identified [2]?  

All stakeholders 
should be identified in 
program formulation

Have all relevant stakeholder groups been invited timely, 
actively and in appropriate format/language?

Do representatives have authority to represent 
stakeholder groups and can be held 

accountable by them?

Have reliable maps been established for affected 
forest area?

Have (potentially) overlapping claims for land or 
resources been identified?

Has the program demonstrated that it will not 
impact decisions in dispute situations?

Does the program outline how carbon rights and 
other benefits are distributed impartially? 

Are stakeholders meaningfully involved in designing the 
stakeholder participation process and mechanism?

Are stakeholders  sufficiently informed about 
the program and the broader scope of REDD?

Do stakeholders have access to additional 
external and independent  expertise including 

legal advice?
Are stakeholders regularly, timely , free of costs, 

accurately and in appropriate format/language informed 
about program updates?  

Does the program incorporate an accessible,  
transparent and impartial grievance mechanism – both 

for identified stakeholders and for those that might 
have been not invited yet?

Can representatives be expected  to report 
relevant information timely and accurately 
back to  stakeholder groups and seek their 

feedback?

Social principles risk screens should apply to program components delivered 
by partners, contractors and other third parties

Recommended  Risk 
Mitigation  Action :

Program should 
support establishment 
of maps during 
inception

Overlapping claims 
should be considered 
during elaboration

Rights allocation and 
benefit distribution 
should be analyzed 
during inception
Program formulation 
and implementation 
must follow 
Operational Guidance 
Representatives 
should be identified 
during program 
formulation

Have stakeholder interests been investigated  and 
documented? 

Impacts should be 
communicated during 
consultation process

Have rights (statutory and customary) to land, territories and 
resources been documented comprehensively?

Stakeholder rights 
should be documented 
during elaboration

Have potential impacts been communicated 
comprehensively to corresponding stakeholders?

Stakeholder interests 
should be mapped 
during elaboration

Awareness raising 
should be conducted 
during consultation 
process

Are consultations and received feedback 
documented in a comprehensive and 

consistent manner and made available for 
further review by stakeholders?

Program formulation 
and implementation 
must follow 
Operational Guidance 

The program should 
include an accessible 
and impartial recourse 
mechanism

Principle 1 – Good governance

Risk Identification Questions: 

The program should 
include an accessible 
and impartial recourse 
mechanism

The program should 
include an accessible 
and impartial recourse 
mechanism

Program formulation 
and implementation 
must follow 
Operational Guidance 

The program should 
include an accessible 
and impartial recourse 
mechanism



Criterion 3 – Stakeholder participation*:
b) Special attention is given to most vulnerable groups and the 

free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples.

Did the country vote in favor of or endorse the UN 
Declaration on the rights of indigenous people [7]? Has the program analyzed reasons for lack of 

support and demonstrated how it will overcome 
areas of country-specific concerns?

Has the country ratified the ILO Convention 169 (Indigenous 
and Tribal Populations Convention) [8]?

Does the program provide comprehensive documentation 
identifying affected indigenous peoples and other forest 

dependent communities?

Are mechanisms for dispute resolution established and 
consequences and procedures defined for cases where 

consent is not given?

Is external verification of stakeholder 
engagement processes available?

Have interest and rights (both statutory and customary) of 
indigenous peoples and other forest dependent 

communities and potential impacts of REDD programs 
been thoroughly analyzed and communicated to these 

groups?

Are existing local institutions, processes, 
networks and authorities leveraged to engage 

indigenous peoples and other vulnerable 
groups?

Are some indigenous people living in voluntary isolation? Are measures taken to protect these groups’ 
rights even in absence of direct consultation?

Are consultations conducted and information 
disseminated in a culturally appropriate manner 

and sufficiently timely to allow for effective 
participation?

Are clear objectives for consultations laid out 
including indicators for success/results?

Existing structures 
should be identified 
and leveraged to 
ensure during  
program elaboration

Will the program undertake a consultative process to seek 
the free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples 

impacted by the program?

Reasons for lack of 
support should be 
analyzed during 
program elaboration

Principle 1 – Good governance

Will the program impact the rights of indigenous peoples to 
their traditional lands, territories, resources or livelihoods?

Recommended  Risk 
Mitigation  Action :Risk Identification Questions: 

Does the country have effective legislation in 
place the reflects the commitments made 

through these agreements?

All stakeholders 
should be identified in 
program formulation

Program procedures 
for respecting rights 
should be determined 
via consultation 
process
All stakeholders 
should be identified in 
program formulation

Program procedures 
for respecting rights 
should be determined 
via consultation 
process

Program formulation 
and implementation 
must follow 
Operational Guidance 

Program formulation 
and implementation 
must follow 
Operational Guidance 

Program formulation 
and implementation 
must follow 
Operational Guidance 

Social principles risk screens should apply to program components delivered 
by partners, contractors and other third parties

The program should 
include an accessible 
and impartial recourse 
mechanism

Program formulation 
and implementation 
must follow 
Operational Guidance 
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